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{(Summary)

Economic Developemnt and
Problems of Human Population in Korea

Viewed from the Angle of The Family Plan—-

by
Moo-Dal Sang
e College)

Korea’s current population explosion is viewed as a serious problem to the
continued stability of the national economy. Especially unsettling is the ever
increasing gap between food production and consumption requirements. Although
the problem of pupulation growth is not unique to Korea, it is one that has
assumed the role of a dominant universal challenge, and as a historical mission
requiring solution in our time.

If the present annual birth rate continues at the acknowledged rate of 2.88%,
the population of Korea shall have reached 30 million by 1967. Ten years later
it will surpass 40 million, and by 1985 the population will have zoomed to 50
miller souls.

It is a truism that Korea’s present per capita income is a mere $ 78.00 (as
compared to $ 3,221 of the US). If the national economy is not realistically ad-
justed to meet the anticipated 50 million population of 1985, the lot of the ma-
sses will reflect even greater deprivations. In other words, if rapid population
growth is not accompanied by a per capita income escalation, the annual
average( $ 78.00) buying power of today will have to be spread proportionately
among 50 million wage earners. This would result in an unacceptable sub-human
standard of existence.

Even with the present birth rate, Korea’s production would have to be qua-
drupled in order to double the present per capita income by 1965 with its 50
million people. Even if this four-fold increase is achieved it is not indicative of
a compatible economic upswing in the light of the following facts. The Phillipines
and Ceylon, although categorized as backward countries, attained a per capita
income of $ 152,00 and § 137.00 respectively by 1958. In contrast, Korea does
not forsee the realization of a per capita income goal of $ 158,00 before 1985;

twenty years hence. Therefore it is felt that a realistic effort must be made in
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economic development and increased emphasis in population control. It has
become essential for Korea to develop a birth control plan. Such a plan must be
given much thought and, when adopted, include cultural and ethical aspects.
The plan must take into consideration our noble ideology on new births and also
our loved ones who pass away.

In conclusion, it is evident that if we are going to resolve this serious problem,
a birth control plan must be implementeted. However, such a plan must include
a scientific approach, be democratic in spirit, and carry with it a message to the
people that it is necessary and vital for their future happiness.



