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{Summary)

A Study of the Evolution of Fishing Village

Community in Korea
by
Kwang-Soon Park
(Assist, Prof. Chonnam National Univ.)

1. In Korean fishing villages, a living organism has been formed. It is based upon
a strong co-operative union, which might be found in co-operative production systems
and joint ceremonies. This organism has been transformed to fishing village association
(0-Chon Gae), which also plays an important role in the lives of fishermen at present,

The following questions should be answered, since they are in our urgent need.
What is the origin of this co-operative association? Why does the association play
such an important role in fishing villages? Is it serving to the enhancement of fisher-
men’s life condition? And what is the historical relationship between fishing village
community and the fishing village association of today?

Korea has been proud of her abundant gift of nature in marine industry. However,
our efforts devoted to the exploitation of the gift have been weak, and industrial
revolution in the field of fishery was not accomplished. Naturally, our fishing villages
have suffered from overpopulation and vicious circle of low productivity and low
income.

Then, what is the socio-economic basis of overpopulation in the midst of poverty
in Korean fishing villages? In my view, it might have been derived from the common
fishery which is based on joint ownership of fishing grounds that are the most impor-
tant means of production of fishing industry. Therefore, to make a thorough-going
analysis on formation, evolution, discomposition, and the present situation of fishing
village community will surely serve for the modernization of Korean fishery.

2. It seems to me that water exploitation .began with the settlement of Korean
people in the Korean peninsula. Even though they were gathering only seaweeds in
the coasts, there must have been some orders and systems in their society. The first
form of fishery management is believed to take the form of joint undertaking, but it
was subsidiary to that agriculture in the coastal villages, In the old age, the fishery
was not specialized and not seperated from agriculture, and fishing village community
was not formed as an independent organization. The development of social division
of labour, the imptrovement of technology, and the increasing demand for marine

products based on growth of population, however, made fishery an independent
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. occupation. At the same time, coastal village which had also worked as an agricultural
village changed into pure fishing village.

In the course of the development of Korean people, chronological estimation of the
time when the fishing village community was established, is not possible. But the
community is assumed to be founded at the time when pure fishing villages of the
seashore were formed. Such a fishing village is presumed to be made in the later
period of Korea Dynasty which was provided with feudalistic centeralization of admi-
nistration. This fishing village community has been evolved in conjunction with the
development of division of labour, technical improvement, the change of socio-economic
systems, and at present the community is transformed to the fishing village association
(0-Chon Gae) that is legalized.

3. There few reference books on the management of common fishery. Therefore,
we must take the recourse to field survey, As a result, the following three types of
operation of common fishery are pointed out.

a. The original form of fishing village community is found in the fishing villages
of remote islands, of which the main and important products are seaweeds. There-
fore common fishery is operating in the form of the harmonious teamwork of vill-
agers, with the joirit ownership of the means of production including fishing grounds
under the communal restraints, which could be seen in the villages of mediaeval
Europe.

b. However, the improvement of fishing technique brought about a change and
discompostion to the common fishery. The degree of discomposition of common fishery
is closely related to the capital inputs in the fishery. In the coastal marine production,
the common fishing system of that fishery has been changed only to a degree that
the structure of community is loosened to change. We can see such a relaxed fishery
community in the villages of coast, engaging in culture of the seaweeds as a laver.

c. But even in the coastal fishery which needs a large amount of capital is com-
pletely deprived of the common fishery system.

Anyway, at present there coexist three types of fishing villages in the coasts and
in the near sea of Korea. The forms of fishing village community are also dependent
upon the following types of villages.

(1) Fishing villages engaging in seaweed-gathering have almost the original form
as the fishing village community.

(2) Fishing villages engaging in culture of seaweeds and fish-raising have the
fishing village community changed.

(3) Fishing villages that are being transformed to the capitalistic individual

operation through complete discomposition of the fishing village community,



